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February Seminar with
Reverend Richard Bewes

The Reverend Richard Bewes OBE is well known to
thousands of BBC Today programme listeners for his | 4
pithy and relevant ~Thought for the Day” talks. y

Having served 21 years as Rector of the famous All
Souls Church in Langham Place, London, Richard is in demand all over the
world for his bible teaching. Born of missionary parents in Kenya, he has a
lifelong passion to communicate the good news of Jesus Christ in contempo-
rary culture.

We are delighted and privileged to have Richard for 3 days and urge you not
to miss a single session. These informative and inspiring sessions will help
you apply your faith to everyday life and enable you to better relate the gos-
pel to your friends.

February 6—8: The World Upside Down: A Church”s Agenda for 2009

Friday FOLLOWING IN A GRAND PROCESSION - Our age-old Char-
6th Feb at 8pm |ter (based on Acts 17: 23: "What you worship as unknown |
am going to proclaim to you")

Saturday FACING A NEW PRE-CHRISTIAN ERA - Our current Chal-
7th Feb at 3pm |lenge(based on Acts 17: 19: "May we know what this new
teaching is that you are presenting.”) Coffee & Question

time.
Sunday FANNING THE FLAME OF WORLD OUTREACH - Our future
8th Feb at Call (based on Acts 17:30: "But how He commands all peo-
10:30am ple everywhere to repent”)
N Translation into Portuguese available for all seminars.

For info: http://www.richardbewes.com or http://www.iec-algarve.com

If you have a Bible, please bring it with you.

Contacts
Council Members:
Senior Pastor Peter Sluimer 289 388 647/916 228 225
Co-Pastor Mark Loney 289 328 635 / 914 074 978
Secretary Jim McMillan 289 463 234 / 966 927 176
Treasurer Michelle Cull 965 017 571
Marlene Derby 281 321 802
Jacqui Horbury 289 541 946 / 916 374 502
Jean Parke 289 417 905
David Parkin 289 388 623 / 967 215 508

Creche & Sunday School:

Coordinator Judith Loney 289 328 635 / 910 913 087
Teacher BJ Foreman 289 992 857 / 919 931 746
Teacher Bernice Gray 289 501 507 / 914 962 612

Cancer Support Ministry:
Marjorie Pearson 289 542 441

Sunday Prayer Ministry Team:
Pastor Peter Sluimer 289 388 647 / 916 228 225

Judith Loney 289 328 635 / 910 913 087

Suffering Church Ministry:
BJ Foreman 289 992 857 / 919 931 746

Music:

Coordination Pastor Mark & Judith Loney

Choir Judith Loney 289 328 635 / 910 913 087

Sound & Media J. McMillan 289 463 234 / 966 927 176

Monthly Activities:

Boots & Routes David & Lesley Parkin 289 388 623 /
967 215 508

Coffee Mornings, Graham & Esther 289 489 709 / 91
7836348

Newsletter:
Editor Hanna Singh 917 765 305
Editor Joy Hardwick 917 969 756

1-on-1 Discipleship Training, Spiritual Gift Seminar,
Outreach Seminar, Marriage Preparation Course,
Marriage Course, etc: Pastor Mark Loney 289 328 635 /
914 074 978

Advance Notices
for Your Diary

Easter Weekend — 11-12
April:

11th — Farwell service
for Peter & Marianne

12th — Easter Sunday
Service & Lunch
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Our Sunday Worship Services

Sunday mornings at 10:30 in the Vale Judeu Chapel.
Prayer meeting for the worship service is at 10am in the marquee.

Sun 1 Feb 1 Thessolonians 4 ;: 1-12

Sun 8 Feb Reverend Richard Bewes, Fanning the Flame of World
Outreach: Our Future Call (based on Acts 17 : 19)

Sun 15 Feb |1 Thessolonians 4 : 13—18

Sun 22 Feb |1 Thessolonians 5:1-11

Sun 1 Mar 1 Thessolonians 5 : 12—28

Sunday Prayer Ministry Team

After the worship service, at the front of the chapel:
Members of our Sunday Prayer Ministry Team are available to
pray with you for any matter concerning yourself or others.

. Our Welcome Table w/
Church Info (in the marquee
after the service)

@ Coffee & Tea (in the marquee T Information about our mission

after the service) I in Lesotho.

Sunday School, to be
announced during the service.

~\\ Book, CD & Video Library (in ), Sales of cakes, produce, etc. All

the marquee after the (‘3 proceeds go to the Lesotho

service) mission.

Creche opposite the chapel Please leave the parking area
éé entrance. There is a E\' at the north entrance to the
transmission of the service to ( /3= chapel free for those who have

the creche. difficulty walking.

Monthly Thought

By Pastor Mark Loney

The beautiful almond blossoms that are so typical across the Algarve at this
time of year bring with them a message of hope, signalling to us the approach
of warmer and brighter days. When we listen to all the gloomy commentaries
we are subjected to every day, of financial and political turmoil across the
world, it is easy to become disheartened and distressed. We all long for the
coming of lasting stability and peace to this troubled world.

However, as followers of Jesus Christ, our peace of spirit and psychological
wellbeing does not depend on a positive feeling about this present world, but
in the confident belief in God’s promises. He has promised His presence with
us in any affliction, His provision for all our physical and spiritual needs, and
the greatest hope of all, as we await the day when Christ will return, a
treasure that does not tarnish or fade.

As we study first and second Thessalonians, my prayer is that we may be
struck by the faith and love of these early Christians as they awaited better
days; that we may learn from their example and have the faith to believe that,
despite our present circumstances, in Christ, we will prevail; and that our love
for others may increase and more dear souls may be drawn to the person of
Christ through our witness whether by word or in deed.
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Jill Kinsey, Our Missionary in
Lesotho, Speaks Sun. 15 Feb

By Hanna Singh

An estimated 180,000 children in the tiny moun-
tain kingdom of Lesotho have lost parents to
AIDS. Our missionary Jill Kinsey has been battling
for many years against this overwhelming situa-
tion. With the help and guidance of our Lord Je-
sus, she has provided a safe haven for many of
these AlDS-affected and AIDS-infected children at
her Semonkong and Pulane Children’s Centres in
Lesotho.

Jill, who has recently been ill, will visit the Algarve
this month. On Sunday, 15th February, she will tell
us more about the children and her work to give
them a future and a life with Jesus.

To learn more, please
visit the Jill website:
www.freewebs.com/
semonkongchildren-
scentre/index.htm.

Jill depends solely on contributions, and so much
more help is needed. Please donate generously.
Visit our Jill Stall at the marquee, where all pro-
ceeds from purchases will be given to Jill directly.
Or make a donation by bank transfer (details from
Pastor Mark).

IEC Algarve

Task Force

?

Tue., 3 Feb.
Tue., 3 Mar.
9:30—-12:30

Do you love your
church?
Come serve in a
practical way.

Jobs 4 everyone.
Bring your lunch.

Please advise Pastor
Mark or Jim McMillan if
you plan to come so that
we can organise a job
suitable for you.

How to Start a New Life with Jesus Christ

God loves you and eagerly desires to establish a personal, intimate and eternal
relationship with you so that you can experience the life that He promised

.1.God loves you and created you to know Him ... MAN
personally and live eternally with Him. Why do O t

most people not know God personally?

2. Our sin separates us from God. That's why we Gop MAN
can neither know Him nor experience His love, nor ;
have eternal life.

SIN

So is there a solution?

3. Jesus Christ is God’s answer to our sin. By dying
for us on the cross, Jesus took upon Himself the
punishment for our sin. Because of His death we
can receive God's forgiveness, experience His love
and receive eternal life.

It is not enough to just know these facts....

4. Remorsefully we must ask God for forgiveness and receive Jesus Christ into
our lives as our Saviour and Lord. Then we are able to know God, experience His
love and have eternal life.

To receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord requires ‘repentance’. That
means that you want to turn away from the selfish and sinful life you have lived
thus far. Ask God to forgive your sins. Thank him for Jesus who took the punish-
ment for all your sins. Ask Him to make your life totally clean and new. Ask Jesus
to come into your life through His Spirit and start a personal, intimate and eternal
relationship with you. Would you like to receive Jesus into your life? The following
payer is an example of how you can do that now:

Lord Jesus, | acknowledge that | have been going my own way in-

stead of Your way. Please forgive me. Thank you for dying on the

cross to take away my sin. Come into my life and make me the per-

son You want me to be. From now on, | want to live for You and follow
N and obey You. Amen.”

For further information or help please call Pastor Mark on 289 328 635

4
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Study and Fellowship Groups ...

Bible Study every Thursday morning at 10:00 at Vale Judeu.
Everyone welcome. Contact Pastor Mark for details.

Jan thru Mar Home Groups:
Exploring Thessolonians 1 and 2

11-17 Jan 1Thess1:1-10
25—-31 Jan 1Thess 2:17-3:13
15—21 Feb 1Thess4:13-18
1-7 Mar 1Thess 5:12-28
1521 Mar |2 Thess2:1-12

29 Mar—4 Apr |2 Thess 3: 6—18

Home Group Locations & Leaders

English Albufeira | Jacqui Horbury 918 500 878

Home Vilamoura |Isabel Ferreira 917 089 652
Quarteira

Groups Loulé Jean Parke 289 417 905
Sta. Bar- |Barbara Jane (BJ) Foreman
bara de on 289 355 311
Neixe

Portuguese | Vale Judeu | Pastor Mark Loney on 289

Group 328 6350r914 074 978

Your word is
alamp to
my feet and
a light for
my path.
(Psalm
119:105)

Nelitin @[f@@]g@

Meets 8pm every other Friday. Next meetings:
13 Feb and 6 Mar

(No 27 Feb meeting due to Carnival)

The Suffering Church

Extract from Open Doors....serving persecuted
Christians worldwide. '

“Whoever receives one such child in my name
receives me.” Matthew 18:5

Jesus valued children. He welcomed them: He /& = ©. :
blessed them. He warned adults, in the strong- “&+
est possible language, to do nothing to harm =
them. But across the world, where the Perse-
cuted Church faces discrimination, violence,
and hardship, children are on the front line.

When parents struggle for employment, children go hungry. Where Christians
are denied places in school, children face a battle for education, when homes
are destroyed, children become refugees, when fathers are imprisoned, their
children miss them desperately. Children are vulnerable, children are depend-
ent, children are a blessing, and children are a sign of hope.

Prayer, financial support and advocacy are vital weapons in the battle to en-
sure that the children of the Persecuted Church have the opportunity to grow
up into a world where they can worship and serve God in freedom.

One of Open Door’s key leaders in the Muslim World recently wrote: “Pray for
the future generation. | sat in a fellowship gathering with one struggling
pocket of believers and a bunch of small children rolled on top of one an-
other, giggling and teasing one another, playing in the middle of the prayer
tent. Finding a safe place is a blessing; we dare not send the children out to
play. Here in the midst of fellowship was the future of the Secret Believers’
church. A tear slipped down my cheek as | watched the future church rolling
around on the sandy ground.” (From 2009 Open Doors Calendar)

A new year of hope... A new year to pray... A new year to make a difference.

Prayer Meeting for the Suffering Church at Vale Judeu, in créche:
Friday 13 Feb 1pm and Friday 27 Feb 1pm
For more information please contact Barbara Jane (BJ) Foreman.
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Book Review
By Joy Hardwick

| love reading, and of
the many books |"ve
read, Hinds Feet on
High Places, by
Hannah Hubard,
ranks within the top
three for meaning and impact in my life.

It is an allegory of the journey we all must
make on our way to the heart of God. The
story opens with the protagonist, Much
Afraid, living in the Valley of Humiliation, in
the village of Much-Trembling, where she is
tormented by her Fearing family relatives
Craven Fear, Gloomy, and Old Lord Fearing.

When she accepts the Chief Shepherd”s
offer to lead her out of the valley to the
Kingdom of Love in the High Places, her
journey begins. In spite of fear, Much Afraid
allows the Shepherd to plant the thorn-
shaped seed of love in her heart and sets
off with her two guides, Sorrow and
Suffering, chosen by the Shepherd to
accompany and help her. Along the way, she
is followed and assaulted by her enemies
Pride, Craven Fear, Self-Pity, and Bitterness,
but with the Shepherd”s help, she battles
and overcomes them.

Graham & Esther’s
Coffee Morning

f

o

Monday, 2 Feb. at 10:30

You are invited to “Coffee
with a Purpose” at Graham
and Esther's Casa da Paz,
Pé da Serra, near Salir.
Please stay for a buffet
lunch.

Special guests Jane and
Mike Finch, who come every
year in their mobile home to
spend six months in the
Algarve, will tell us about
how they found our Lord
Jesus and their incredible
”Journey with the Lord”.

Meet at 10am at the church
car park or contact Graham
& Esther for directions: 289
489 709 /91 783 6348

This is a beautifully told story of the Lord”s seed of love planted, maturing,
and finally blossoming. It is a story which fills us with hope, encouragement,
and an overwhelming sense of comfort and trust in our Lord”s hand to shape
us into the beings we are meant to be. May we all know the steadfastness,
courage, trust, and obedience of Much Afraid along our own journey.

Boots & Routes
Walking in the beautiful
Algarve on Sat. 14 Feb.

Cabeco da Camara

At a height of 227 metres, this peak
dominates the skyline to the east of
Vale Judeu. There is a steep, 20
min, section, the climb to the sum-
mit., where we are rewarded with a
splendid 360 degree view.

This is a repeat of the uncompleted
January walk last year, repeated
due to poor navigation by the lead-
ers!

Meet at Vale Judeu at 10-30am.
Walk starts from the church car
park. Please bring — a hat, sun
cream, lunch, a drink, a smile, and
a friend. Walk time is around 3
hours.

(For more details, contact David &
Lesley Parkin.)

Visit the
Ria Formosa Nature Reserve.

Saturday 21st February
10:30am

Walk around the reserve to see
wintering birds , tidal watermill,
seascape, and Portuguese
water dogs.

Admittance fee 2:50 euro
payable at gate

For details, directions and
booking ring David Ashley on
289 842 636

Lunch in Olh&o at 1pm can be
arranged, but please confirm
this with David Ashley.

¢

v
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Our Church History

In September 1985, Pastor Peter Sluimer
and his wife, Marianne, came to the Algarve
to start the first English-speaking Evangelical
church in the south of Portugal. A month
later, "The International Evangelical Church
of the Algarve" was born in the living room of
a Portuguese hotel. Present were eleven
adults and ten children, including Portu-
guese, Americans, Englishmen and a Scots-
man, so right from its birth, the church had
an international character.

In May 1986, the church moved its Sunday
services to a restaurant, and in the Spring of
1987, the Swiss "Algarve Mission," with
whom the Sluimers have worked, was able to
buy an old farm with stables and 7000 sqgm
of land in Vale Judeu. In the week before
Whit Sunday 1987, the congregation cele-
brated its first service within the dilapidated
walls of the farm. In December 1987, the
pastor's family moved into a restored part of
the farm and opened their living room to the
Sunday Services, which often spilled over
into the garden.

In July 1990, due to the growing congrega-
tion, the church began meeting in a marquee
behind the farm, and in October 1993 they
were able to move into the lovely church,
erected on the premises with the financial
help of the congregation and its many friends
from all over the world. Today, it is a meeting
place of prayer and worship for Christians of

Budget

€ 58,620

JAN-€5,000 | € 569,24

J—
Provisional Income til
Budget 2009 10 Jan

UK taxpayers wishing to
support the work of our
church can make financial
gifts through Gift Aid, which
means that the UK
government will add a
further 28% to your
donation, and your gift will
be tax deductible.

With J. John

A 10-part Series

In this exciting DVD series, J. John”s up-to-the-minute take on the
ten commandments will benefit Christians and non-Christians alike.

We invite you to join us, as over ten weeks, we explore the startling
relevance of the Bible”s message for today. J. John is a compelling
speaker, whose appeal transcends gender, age, culture, and
occupation, helping people to find a purpose to their everyday life.

Followed by refreshments and an opportunity to discuss or just
listen, in the relaxed and comfortable surroundings of the gallery.

Wednesday Evenings 7.30—9.30
Starting 14 January

Leaders: William & Elenor Fitch

I d i- = i) . :
zationsenoml E{?& %'Nw\ "f, 5 _ ; 1 Venue: Frutos d”Luz Gallery, Almancil
: oy onations made y
worldwide.  F3 . ' | Portuguese taxpayers are Contact BJ Foreman for more details
also tax deductible. 289 992 857 (evenings) or 919 931 746
For details on either system,
| | please contact Pastor Mark.
10 7
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 . o 7 _ .
10am —Prayer Graham & Esther’s Cof- | 9:30am Task Force | 3pm - Choir Practice | 10am — Bible Study 8pm 18t Seminar with Rich- | 3pm 2d Seminar with
ing — 10: Richard Bewes — Fac-
10:30am-Sunday Ser- fee Morning — 10:30am Bring your lunch! ard Be.vves. ing a New Pre-
vice 7:30pm J. John 10 F_oIIOW|gg ina Gr%nghProces- Christian Era — Our
1 Thess 4:1-12 Series at BJ's Art Gal- sion —Our age-old Charter | ¢, rent Challenge
(Communion) lery Almancil Coffee & Question
time
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10am — Prayer 9am -Prayer Ministry 7pm — Church Coun- | 3pm - Choir Practice ) 1pm - Prayer for the Suffer- | 10:30 Church Walk
Meeting? cil Meeting 10am — Bible Study ing Church
10:30am — Sunday Ser- ' Meet at church car
vice with Richard Bewes
_ : 7:30pm J. John 10 8pm - Home Group park
Fanning the Flame of ; ; . .
World Outreach — Our Series at BJ's Art Gal- | Leader’s meeting 8pm - Youth Night
future Call lery Almancil
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10am — Prayer 1pm Prayer Ministry 3pm - Choir Practice 10am — Bible Study
i 7:30pm J. John 10 : — : i
10:30am — Sunday Ser- | Meeting I p o 7:30pm — Annual 10:30 Ria Formosa
. . . eries at s Art Ga Genera' Assemb| Nature Reserve Walk
vice — Jill Kinsey _ lerv Almancil y
19:00 Church Council y
Home Group Week Meet with Jill Kinsey
1 Thess 4:13-18
4:30pm Portuguese
Home Group
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
No Choir Practice ) 1pm - Prayer for the Suffer-
10am — Prayer 10am — Bible Study ing Church
10:30am- Sunday Ser-
vice 8pm - Home Group
1 Thess 5:1-11 Leader’s meeting
1 MAR 2 MAR 3 MAR 4 MAR 5 MAR 6 MAR 7 MAR
10am—Prayer 1lam—English Pastor”s | 9:30am—Task Force | 3pm—Choir Practice | 10am—Bible Study 8pm—Youth Night
10.30am—Sunday Ser- meeting in Portimao Bring your lunch! 7:30pm J.John 10
vice Series at BJ”s Art Gal-
lery Almancil






