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Study and Fellowship ...

Everyone welcome. Contact Pastor Mark for details.

Bible Study: Thursday mornings at 10:00 at IECA Vale Judeu.

Home Groups: Exploring Thessolonians 1 and 2

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
(Psalm 119:105)

11 -17 Jan 1Thess1:1-10
25—31 Jan 1 Thess 2:17-3:13
15—21 Feb 1 Thess 4:13 -18

1—7 Mar 1 Thess 5:12—28

15—21 Mar 2Thess 2:1-12

29 Mar—4 Apr |2 Thess 3:6—18

Home Group Locations & Leaders

English Albufeira | Jacqui Horbury 918 500 878

Home Vilamoura |Isabel Ferreira 917 089 652
Quarteira
Groups Loulé Jean Parke 289 417 905

Sta. Bar- |Barbara Jane (BJ) Foreman
bara de on 289 355 311
Neixe

Portuguese | Vale Judeu | Pastor Mark Loney on 289
Group 328 6350r914 074 978

Contact a Home Group Leader for further details.

There are 630 orphans waiting in the
surrounding villages, with no place to go,
and they are often looked down upon by
the locals and even ostracised by their
communities.

The need for help is overwhelming. We,
as Jill's home church, must continue to
assist her both financially and with our
prayers so that she may continue her
extraordinary mission. As Jill says,
“Without Christ, we would not be able to
do what we do” and she reminds us of
Ephesians 3:20,21: “Now to him who is
able to do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him
be glory in the church and in Christ Je-
sus throughout all generations, for ever
and ever!” God bless and keep you, Jill!

In the months to come, we will continue
to give you news about Jill's work, the
children and how things are developing.
In the meantime please donate gener-
ously. Jill depends solely on contribu-
tions. Visit our Jill Stall at the marquee,
where all proceeds will be given to lJill
directly. Or make a donation by bank
transfer (details from Isabel Ferreira
917 089 652).

To learn more,
please visit Jill 's website:
www.freewebs.com/
semonkongchildrenscentre/index.htm
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Love on Its Knees

by Barbara Jane Foreman

Our prayer must not be self-centred. It must arise...because we
are so bound up in love for our fellow men that we feel their

need as acutely as our own. John Calvin

Open Doors is an international ministry serving persecuted Chris-
tians worldwide. With more than 250 million of our brothers and
sisters persecuted because of their faith, there’s no better time llZ——S

to start praying for those on the front lines.

Eddie Lyle, CEO Open Doors UK and Ireland, writes, “The Bible writers were
willing to use military imagery because they wanted to stress just how much
the Christian’s life is part of a very real battle. But note, that battle is against
sin, against temptation, against evil, against principalities and powers - but
not against other people. | have looked into the eyes of brothers and sisters
who have experienced unspeakable suffering for the sake of Christ - and |
have seen the light of love that overcomes the world. Prayer is essential to

expressing God’s love in action.”
And so what happens when we pray? Let’'s thank God for...

e Areturn to democracy in Bangladesh. Hope for the 13 new Christians held
in captivity for ten days, in an attempt to force their return to Buddhism.

e Progress of building renovations at the Children’s Centre in Columbia,
where Christian children from severely persecuted families can stay in
safety until the end of their secondary education.

e The Christian Radio programme, started in January in Libya, giving local
people the chance to hear and be drawn to the love of Jesus.

e The opportunity for Christians in the troubled area of Orissa, India, to
reach out with love, hope and forgiveness to their Hindu neighbours.

e The smiling faces of the children in Northern Nigeria, who recently re-
ceived 4,500 beautifully illustrated Bibles. Receiving this Bible has given
me a new strength and taken away my fear of sharing my faith with Mus-
lim friends. | think as a result of this gift, God will use me to speak to un-
believers in my school. Jamila Ibrahim (age 12)

I'm telling you to love your enemies...respond with the energies of prayer.
Matthew 5:44 (The Message)

Our Church History (@,%H‘M 3
In September 1985, Pastor Peter > g

Sluimer and his wife, Marianne, came &%
to the Algarve to start the first Eng-
lish-speaking Evangelical church in
the south of Portugal. A month later,
“The International Evangelical Church
of the Algarve" (IECA) was born in the
living room of a Portuguese hotel. : 2
Present were eleven adults and ten children, mcludmg Portuguese Amer|—
cans, Englishmen and a Scotsman, so right from its birth, the church had an

international character.

In May 1986, the church moved its Sunday services to a restaurant, and in
the Spring of 1987, the Swiss "Algarve Mission," with whom the Sluimers
have worked, was able to buy an old farm with stables and 7000 sgm of
land in Vale Judeu. In the week before Whit Sunday 1987, the congregation
celebrated its first service within the dilapidated walls of the farm. In De-
cember 1987, the pastor's family moved into a restored part of the farm
and opened their living room to the Sunday Services, which often spilled

over into the garden.

In July 1990, due to the growing congregation, the church began meeting in
a marquee behind the farm, and in October 1993, they were able to move
into the lovely church, erected on the premises with the financial help of the
congregation and its many friends from all over the world. Today, it is a
meeting place of prayer and worship for Christians of all denominations.

In August 2008, Mark and Judith Loney and their two daughters moved to
Vale Judeu from V.N. Milfontes in the Alentejo, where they had been pastor-
ing a Portuguese church for over 13 years, and in October, Mark was in-
ducted as the new pastor of IECA. Both Mark and Judith are indigenous of
Northern Ireland (UK), although Mark, of missionary parents, was brought
up in Brazil. Judith, a musician, has her own ministry in the church and in
supporting Mark in his pastoral ministry. Mark & Judith will continue work-
ing together with Peter and Marianne Sluimer until they retire in April 2009.
We look to the past with gratitude for all that God has accomplished
through Peter and Marianne, and our prayer is that through the leadership
of our new pastor, God will do many more great things for His glory in the
days to come.
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Advance Notices
for Your Diary

Easter Weekend - 10-12 April:
10 April—Good Friday, 2pm

11 April - Farwell service for Peter
& Marianne, 7pm

12 April - Easter Sunday Service
& Lunch, 10:30am

25 April—Portuguese Conference

4 May—Trip to Planetarium. Details
to follow.

_

/

/ When a woman
decided to send
the old family Bible

to her brother in

another state,
the postal worker asked her if
there was anything breakable in

the package.

o

"Only the Ten - e
Commandments,"

she replied.

Budget
€ 55,770

FEB € 10,000

5.794,90

Budget 2009 Income til
21 Feb

UK taxpayers wishing to
support the work of our
church can make financial
gifts through Gift Aid, which
means that the UK
government will add a
further 28% to your
donation, and your gift will
be tax deductible.

Donations made by
Portuguese taxpayers are
also tax deductible.

For details on either system,
please contact Isabel
Ferreira.

\ouwtln Gro @H[@

Meets every other week. Next meetings:

Friday 6 March, Movie Night at Pastor Mark s House, 19:30
Saturday 21 March, Sports Day at IECA, 15:00

The Persecuted Church,
find out more...
www.portasabertas.org.br
www.opendoorsuk.org
ww.barnabasfund.org
www.compassdirect.org

@ OpenDoors

=4 Portas Abertas

Senvindo cristdos perseguidos

Or come along to our bimonthly prayer meetings, where a prayer diary and up-
to-the-minute information will encourage you to put your love into action.

Monday March 16th, 2 - 4 PM
Letter writing for the persecuted church
at Frutos d'Luz Gallery, Almancil.

Fridays 13 & 27 March, 1pm
Bi-monthly Prayer Meetings
at IECA Vale Judeu, in the créche

For more info, contact BJ on 289 992 857 or 919 931 746
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Turning the World Upside Down [T . T &
by William & Elinor Fitch s R -

With pleasure we learned that the Rev Richard Bewes [T
would return to our church for a three-day seminar| .
entitled “The World Upside Down, a church’s agenda
for 2009,” from Acts chapter 17.

The first session, entitled The Grand Procession, was
based on the text What you worship as unknown, | am
going to proclaim to you. Paul was preaching the good
news about Jesus and the resurrection to people who knew nothing of the
faith that had turned the world upside down. Century after century, it seems
we are called to go through the whole exercise again. Today, we are aware of
being part of a Grand Procession that has marched through the Bible and
across all history, taking the love of God and demonstrating it to a dying

world. We are Christ s messengers.

Session 2 brought us into the present—The Challenge: Facing a New Pre-
Christian Era, based on the text, May we know what is this new teaching that

you are presenting.

Richard suggested we think of our Christian worldview as a raft on which we
negotiate the currents and hazards of modern thought today. The flag flying
from the central mast bears the name Jesus Christ and the four planks that
compose the raft are the primary truths that undergird The creation, The Fall,
Redemption and The Final Triumph. The planks will give us the equipment to
speak into and interpret the whole of life.

Turning the world upside down? That is our mission. The origin of mission is
that God speaks. The content of mission is that the Bible speaks. Its call is
that the Church speaks and its outcome is that society speaks. Under these
headings, Richard elaborated on our mission and on our responsibility in this
present day, concluding that no one can stop Jesus. Whenever He is pre-
sented as the spearhead of the mission, people will ask in wonderment about
“this new teaching” that will always come across as fresh and powerful to the

end of time.

The final sermon was delivered as part of Sunday morning worship. We were
now looking to the future, The call “Fanning the flame of world outreach,
based on Acts 17:30. now he commands all people everywhere to repent!
That silent small beginning ... in the very style of the chose servant of the
Lord. A makeshift cradle and a few shepherds was how His mission to the

earth was launched.

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.” Mark 10:14

e
(== 1] ]

i

| (j

|

Portuguese for the Beginner
by Ana P. Bernardo

GREETINGS'!

Bom Dia..ccoecceereieeeennn. Good Morning
Boa Tarde / Boa Noite....Good Afternoon / Evening
Como esta ?...cceeeeeceeeenen. How are you ?
Estou bem obrigado (a)....I'm fine, thanks.
E o Senhor / Senhora ?....And you ?
Até 1080....cerrrcrerrereeeeene See you later.

Adeus / Tchau.....ceeeeeneees Goodbye
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Book Review
by Hanna Singh

Taming The Tiger

“God is a God of Second Chances”
is the encouraging message from
Tony Anthony’s powerful autobiog-
raphy “Taming the Tiger” - the
true story of a man’s compelling
journey through a life of crime,
violence and tragedy that finally took him from the “Depths of Hell to the
Heights of Glory”.

Unloved by his Chinese mother and ignored by his Italian father, Tony is
shipped at the age of four from England to China. There he is to be instructed
in the ancient martial arts by his grandfather, a famous grand master of Kung
Fu. The old man systematically beats and tortures the little boy into submis-
sion and absolute obedience, instructs him to be a 'disciple of enlightenment’
and gradually turns him into a ferocious, cold blooded killer. As an adult, Tony
returns to Europe, becomes a three-time World Kung Fu Champion and begins
to work in protection security and as bodyguard to the world’s most powerful
and influential people.

Through the tragic death of the only woman, indeed the only human being he
had ever loved, he descends ever more into bloodthirsty violence and, as a
result, finds himself incarcerated in the notorious Nicosia Central Prison in
Cyprus. At the very depth of despair, Michael, a Christian working in prison
ministry, brings Tony the message of love and forgiveness through our Lord
Jesus that would change his life forever.

Tony says: “ My story is a message for all people, because it is God’s mes-
sage; that of a broken man made whole, a wicked man forgiven, a life re-
stored, made new and filled with joy for the present and hope for the future. |
pray that you will take this story and make it your own”.

To learn more about Tony, his life and ministry please visit his website:
www.avantiministries.com

We were encouraged that God could take a heaven-sent dream as he surely
did with Pastor Peter 23 years ago and turned it into gold. If only we can be
obedient to Christ in the fulfilment of the vision, who would dare to set limits
on what can be achieved? We should believe in the days and years that lie
ahead under the leadership of Pastor Mark that the Lord will inspire each and
all in facing the future call as we play the part in turning the world upside

down. For more info: http://www.richardbewes.com

e —
Boots & Routes
Walking in the beautiful Algarve
Graham & Esther’s Sat. 21 Mar.
Coffee Morning Praia de Faro

A flat, gentle, 3-hour walk, including salt
Monday, 9 Mar., 10:15 beds with the chance to see many different
birds. After, there is an opportunity for fel-
lowship. Light lunches, drinks, toilets are all
available at Praia de Faro.

You are invited to “Coffee with a
Purpose” at Graham and
Esther's Casa da Paz, Pé da
Serra, near Salir. Please stay for Meet at 10:30am at the gate into Ludo.
a buffet lunch. All welcome. This is just opposite the end of the runway
at Faro airport, on the road to Praia de
Faro. (At the entrance to Faro airport, turn
Special guest: Loren right at the roundabout with its skyward-
Topic: From the Depths of Hell looking figures; follow signs for Praia de
to the Heights of Glory Faro. Ludo is on the right hand side, just
before the causeway across the Ria
Formosa.

Please bring a friend!

Meet promptly at 9:30am at the
church car park or contact Gra-
ham & Esther for directions: Please bring a hat, sun cream, & a drink.
289 489 709 / 91 783 6348. Friends are always welcome..

Info: Pam & Derek Swallow 289 994 063
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10am -Prayer 9:30am Task Force 3pm - Choir Practice [ 10am - Bible Study/
, English Pastor’'s meeting Prayer Meeting 7.30pm - Youth Group
10:30am, Communion (Portimao) Bring your lunch! Evening (Movie Night)
Service,
i 7:30pm J. John 10
1Thess 5:12-28 Series at BJ’s Art Gal- | 8pm - Sunday School
4:30pm Portuguese lery Almancil teacher’s meeting
Home Group
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
- 10.15 Graham & Esther’s - i i
10am - Prayer Corton tomi Portuguese pastor’s 3pm - Choir Practice | 12 _ Bible Study/
10:30am - Service meeting Prayer Meeting 1pm - Prayer for the
2 Thess 1:1-17 7:30pm J. John 10 Suffering Church
7pm - Church Council Series at BJ's Art Gal- | 8pm - Home Group
Meeting lery Almancil Leader’s meeting
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
i} i i 10am - Bible Stud
10am - Prayer 2pm—Letter writing for 3pm - Choir Practice Prayer Meeting v/
the Persecuted Church at 7:30pm J. John 10 10.30am Church
10:30am - Sunday Frutos d "Luz Gallery in Series at BJ's Art Gal- walk
2 Thess 2:1-12 Almancil lery Almancil
4:30pm Portuguese 3pm Youth Group
Home Group Sports Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
1pm Prayer ministry meet- 3pm Choir Practice ) 1pm - Prayer for the
10am - Prayer ing i%ar:r ;\/I?alebtlii Study/ Suffering Church
10:30am y g
- Sunday Service
2 Thess 2:13-3:5
29 30 31 1 2 3 4

10am—Prayer
10.30—Service
2 Thess 3:6-18

4.40pm Port hm group

11am English pastor’s
meeting in Portimao

3pm Choir practice

10am Bible Study/
Prayer Meeting

Youth Activity
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