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Message from God ...
a Testimony

By Miriam Alcira Mairena Castro

Psalm 139:13 teaches me that God began his work
in me while | was still in my mother’'s womb. While
my mother was pregnant, she constantly listened to
a Portuguese soap opera on the radio, and it was
from this programme she took my name, “Miriam
Alcira.” At the age of five, while growing up in Honduras, | met a missionary
couple that spoke to me about God. Although my family were Catholics, they
invited me to attend an Evangelical Church, where | came close to being

converted.

At sixteen, | left Honduras in search of happiness. A friend of my father found
a place for me to live in Holland, where | met a man called Domingos. We had
a daughter, whom we called Manouk, and we were very happy. After some
time, Domingos decided that we would return to Honduras, where | lived re-
united with my family. | was sad when Domingos decided to move to Portugal,
and it was at this point that our marriage began to fall apart. Sadly, we sepa-
rated, which | now realize was a wrong decision and a sin in God's eyes, but |
have had to live with the consequences of my wrong choices.

In 2005, | went to Fatima with the purpose of caring for the pilgrims’ blistered
feet, as | am a beautician by profession. Many of these pilgrims walk as far as
500km from their homes to Fatima in order to pay a promise they have made

.« alival .
to Mary of Fatima. Jesus is alive! Help Mary find the way to the tomb.

The following year of 2006 was a very difficult period in my life, as | continued

to reap the harvest of all my bad choices. Monthly Thought from our Sunday Schoolers

Feeling the guilt of all my sins, | travelled once Christianity according to.....
again to Fatima in search of forgiveness. |
remember being on the bus at six o’clock in the
morning and God urging me to write these words
down on paper, “My new life starts today.” | arrived
in Fatima and went straight to the Shrine of the
Apparitions. However, | did not find the peace | had
been searching for and sat sobbing among all the After a moment s thought, “But it ’s good
thousands of people. It was in that moment of because now we don "t have to die, or else all those
despair that a woman came up to me and asked if | people would be trying to kill us.”
needed help. Her name was Isabel Jorge, and God - “
o hertopshow o the way to Him. g I remember being on the After another moment’s though.t, And besause
bus at six o'clock in the now we don "t have to get into big trouble.
She was with a group of Irish missionaries wWho morning and God urging me
were in Fatima to tell people about Jesus. As | had to write these words down
nowhere to stay, Isabel asked if | wanted to stay on paper: “My new life
with her. She took me to a tent filled with boxes of starts today.”

Comment regarding the crucifixion, as portrayed in a
children “s illustrated Bible:

“Oh, | hate that part. | can "t look. Poor Jesus! “

Britt, age 7
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Book Review:
Redeeming Love,
a Christian Novel

by Judith Loney

Bestselling author Francine Rivers
skilfully retells the biblical love story of
Gomer and Hosea in the Old
Testament as a tale set against the
romantic backdrop of the California
gold rush.

This book is beautifully crafted, and the
characters come alive through the
author’s magnificent talent for depicting scenes, dialogues and interactions.

The way in which the author handles difficult topics such as prostitution,
abuse, and other low-life acts with such sensitivity and good taste is utterly

amazing.

The heroine, Angel, is a young woman who was sold into prostitution as a
child. Micheal Hosea is a godly man sent into Angel’s life to draw her into the
Saviour’s redeeming love.

Redeeming Love is one of my all time favourite books. It's thought provoking
and really made me think differently about the love of God for His children!

It is an incredibly beautiful picture of Christ’'s love for the church and His
unconditional love for each one of us. How deep the Father “s love for us!
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literature, and | immediately felt the presence of God there. It was six o’clock
in the morning when my life was changed forever. | repented of my sins,
accepted Jesus as my Saviour, and gave my life to Him in that tent! My new
missionary friends were full of joy. Among those Irish missionaries was
someone called Mark Loney, who is now my beloved pastor, and his wife
Judith, with their two daughters. How perfect and majestic is our God! Glory
be to God! Hallelujah! My future is in His hands, and | know He loves me
eternally. Now | am learning to love and respect His word. Day by day, | share
God’s word with those | meet. In Isiaah 26:3, God tells us, “ You will keep in
perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.”

Boots & Routes
‘ Walking in the beautiful Algarve
Sat. 18 April
Paderne Castle

Combining scenic beauty and history, this walk takes us past
Paderne Castle, on its promontory overlooking the Ribeira de

Quarteira and its ancient bridge and watermills.

Meet at the church car park at 10am, or
at 10:30 at the O Alagar Restaurant in Cerca Velha.

Please bring a hat, sun cream, light snacks, a drink, and a friend. For more info
and directions, contact Joy Hardwick 917 969 756

Visit to the
Astronomical Observatory of Tavira
Come and have a closer look
at God's universe.

Friday 1 May, 7:00 pm

. Two-course meal with drink

. Talk and Questions

. Planetarium session

. Tour of site including stone circle construction

. Observation session - moon first quarter, planets visible, constellations,

galaxies, and other objects visible in the night sky.

Cost of meal, talk and visit: 20 Euros

Details and booking from David Ashley 289 842 636 or 309 402 780
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Look back in wonder. .. . . . Look forward in joy

Come share with us the wonder of all that God has performed through our beloved Pastor Peter and his wife, Marianne—the founders of our church, our counsellors, the source of much comfort
and hope over the past 24 years. They have given their lives in the service of Jesus Christ, and it is with a heavy heart that we bid them farewell. However, we also share their joy and excite-
ment about the new opportunities to do God's work in the Pyrenean region of the south of France, much as they have always done—loving, caring, encouraging, counselling and supporting

those that have already found Jesus, and especially those that are still without Him in their lives.
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Filipians 1:6, "being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus."
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