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Prayers of Hope, Letters of
Hope, Gifts of Hope

by Barbara Jane Foreman

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to
His power that is at work within us, to Him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through-
out all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
Ephesians 3:20,21 (NIV)

Through organisations like Open Doors, who

serve persecuted Christians worldwide, we are

able to be involved with our Christian brothers and sisters in a practical way,
encouraging the body of Christ with our prayers, letters and giving. Christ’s
power within us is that same power at work in them.

Who are the persecuted? Pastors languishing in shipping containers in Eri-
trea because they will not give up their faith; secret believers in Afghanistan
where God is moving miraculously; Somali believers living in refugee camps,
who still face persecution; women in Vietnam being transformed by a Chris-
tian training programme; Christian children in Nigeria hungry for God’s Word
- the list is more than 250 million persons - our family, part of Christ’s body
in the world today.

Each prayer we pray, each letter or card we write, and each cent we give is a
prayer, a letter, a gift - of hope, greatly encouraging and strengthening the
suffering church, as we stand beside them in the name and power of Jesus
Christ.

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s
people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.
2 Corinthians 9:12
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:0: Your Small Change— :0:
. o . I (2
¢ a Gift of Hope to Nigerian Christians W o4 ::j
:e: This month, may | encourage you to collect small coins and G :e:
A loose change, bring to church and put in the Open Doors ®

»’1 box on the Welcome Table, in the Marquee - our gift of

’Q‘ hope to support Nigerian Christians and help them stand
A strong in the midst of their suffering.

8! Thank you and God’s blessings. Barbara Jane Foreman
[
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Our Church History

In September 1985, Pastor Peter Sluimer and
his wife, Marianne, came to the Algarve to start
the first English-speaking Evangelical church in
the south of Portugal. A month later, “The Inter-
national Evangelical Church of the Al-
garve" (IECA) was born in the living room of a
Portuguese hotel. Present were eleven adults
and ten children, including Portuguese, Ameri-
cans, Englishmen and a Scotsman.

In May 1986, the church moved its Sunday services to a restaurant, and in
the Spring of 1987, the Swiss "Algarve Mission," with whom the Sluimers
have worked, was able to buy an old farm with stables and 7000 sgm of
land in Vale Judeu., and the congregation cele-
brated its first service within the dilapidated
walls of the farm. In December 1987, the pas-
tor's family moved into a restored part of the
farm and opened their living room to the Sun-
day Services, which often spilled over into the

garden.

In July 1990, due to the growing congregation, =
the church began meeting in a marquee behind
the farm, and in October 1993, they were able
to move into the lovely church, erected on the
premises with the financial help of the congre-
gation and its many friends from all over the
world. Today, it is a meeting place of prayer and worship for Christians of all
denominations.

In August 2008, Mark and Judith Loney and
their two daughters moved to Vale Judeu from
V.N. Milfontes, in the Alentejo, where they had
been pastoring a Portuguese church for over 13 |
years; in October, Mark was inducted as the new |
pastor of IECA. Both Mark and Judith are indige- .
nous of Northern Ireland (UK), although Mark, of ?Lk

missionary parents, was brought up in Brazil.'-‘-»i.-;‘.
Judith, a musician, has her own ministry in the |/ + suee
church and in supporting Mark in his pastoral | TR
ministry. . jﬂ

We look to the past with gratitude for all God has accomplished through
Peter and Marianne, and we pray that through the leadership of our new
pastor, God will do many more great things for His glory in the days to come.
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Budget 2009

€55,770

June 1st—7th—Focus on the Persecuted Church
¢ Monday June 1st, 2—4pm LETTER WRITING at Frutos g
d’Luz Gallery, AlImancil
¢ Wednesday June 3rd—FILM NIGHT (details to follow)

Friday June 5th, 1 - 2p.m. PRAYER MEETING

Advance Notices + Sunday June 7th, Great Big Tea and Coffee Party,
for Your Diary after the morning service, in support of Nigerian Christians.

1- 7 Jun: Focus on the Persecuted Church:

¢ Mon 1 Jun, 2—4pm Letter writing

I The Persecuted Church
¢ Wed 3 Jun—Film Night € 18.590 ’ @ OpenDours

. . find out more. ..
¢ Fri5Jun, 1 - 2pm—Prayer Meeting www.portasabertas.org.br

www.opendoorsuk.org

www.barnabasfund.org . Portas Abertas

www.com paSSd | reCt.Ol’g Servindo cristdos perseguidos

¢ Sun 7 Jun— Great Big Tea and Coffee
Party, after the morning service, in
support of Nigerian Christians

Child Protection Training(details to follow)

. . Bi-monthly Prayer Meetings
Budget until - Income until Fridays 1—2 pm, at IECA Vale Judeu, in the créche:

30 April 26 April Come along to our bimonthly prayer meetings, where a prayer diary and up-to-
the-minute information will encourage you to put your love into action.
UK taxpayers wishing to support May Meetings: 1, 15, & 29 May
the work of our church can
make financial gifts through Gift For more info, contact BJ Foreman: 289 992 857/919 931 746

Aid, which means that the UK
government will add a further
28% to your donation, and your

Call for Contributions

: : gift will be tax deductible. Portuguese for the Beginner
We are looking for newsletter contributors. In Donations made by Portuguese by Ana P. Bernardo
particular, we are interested in: taxpayers are also tax :
. Book reviews deductible. USEFUL WORDS .
) ) better/worse melhor/pior
. Testimonies F?r detallston fl'thir IS{:Stem,’ big/small grande/pequeno
piease contact Isabel Ferreira. cheap/expensive barato/caro
¢ Poems Donations by bank transfer early/late cedo/tarde
¢ Other articles of interest NIB: 0033 000000 1162 2084 good/bad bom/mau
. s g 205 hot/cold quente/frio
or submission procedures: . Id lho/novo
. . IBAN: PT50 0033 0000 0011 old/new velho/
Please contact gggnjlselrbg;égﬂ 765 305 / 6220 8420 5 fight/wrong certo/errado
i h | insh@iol.ot ; vacant/occupied livre/ocupado
email: hannelore.singh@iol.p BIC/SWIFT: BCOMPTPL near/far perto/longe
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A Single Plum Tomato

By Carol Williamson . (\):
Summer is here, and brings back wonderful memories of @ y C-’

the first time we grew tomatoes in Portugal several years
ago. That March, Francis said he’d like plum tomatoes - he
thought they would freeze well. “But | haven’t seen any

plum tomato seeds,” | wailed.

“Don’t be daft; buy a plum tomato. There are seeds in it.”

So I bought one plum tomato from the local farmers’ market. We cut it up,
scraped the seeds onto a piece of paper towel, then ate the tomato with some
salad.

A few days later | took a seed tray - well, a plastic meat tray from the super-
market with drainage holes I'd stabbed in the bottom - and filled it with good
compost. | tore the dried up seedy paper towel into tiny pieces and planted
them, covered them with a layer of compost, watered, and waited. “Okay,
God,” | thought, “over to you.”

In the meantime, the ground where | was going to put the plants had to be
dug (the land had not been cultivated for 15 years), but | had a fork and a
spade. We didn’t get irrigation for another year or two, but | had a hose.

Luckily | found a few black plastic seed trays along the side of the road, left
over from a neighbour’s planting, each with 48 two-inch pots. They were fairly

mangled, but would do the job.

A few weeks later, when the tomato seedlings were showing true leaves, |
planted them into the seed trays. |thought I'd be lucky to fill one lot of 48,
but | was amazed to discover that God, in his kindness, had helped me make
118 seedlings. What a fantastic God He is! Of those 118, all but four sur-
vived the transplanting into the field.

And then came the tomatoes - at least five kilos every day for weeks. | froze
them in ice cream tubs, and every morning turned the day before’s frozen
slab of tomatoes into big freezer bags. Sunday’s crop went to the missionary
table. In the winter, we had tomatoes about twice a week until February,
when | counted the ones in the freezer and discovered there were still about
fifty kilos. This, just a small part of the crop from the seeds
of a single tomato. How incredible is God’s generosity!
How kind and loving He is.

So next time you eat a tomato, remember where it came
from - God grew it. And consider, that single tomato pro-
duced hundreds of kilos more tomatoes—thanks be to HIM.
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the
new has come! 2 Corinthians 5:17

Monthly Thought from our Sunday Schoolers

Christianity according to . . .

If | met someone
who knew noth-
ing about God, |
would say . ..

There is a God in heaven watching
over us and keeping us safe. God

loved us so much that he sent his | & -
son Jesus to die on the cross so [ e ....'3
that we would be forgiven for all _ o = i

the bad things we have done. To | & =
be Jesus’ special friend, all you [~ '; '
have to do is ask him to forgive =
you. Being a Christian is good be-"
cause Jesus is with us every day
through hard situations.

-
-
-

Alana Cochrane, age 10
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Book Review:
The Screwtape Letters

by Joy Hardwick

Dedicated to his friend, J.R.R. Tolkien, The Screwtape
Letters, by C.S. Lewis, is a brilliant portrayal of
Satan’s strategy for procuring human souls and

an insightful look into human nature.

The book is composed of a series of letters,
written by Screwtape, a senior demon, to
Wormwood, an amateurish junior demon, who has
been assigned to secure the damnation of an
earthly man, known only as the Patient. Through
letters, Screwtape instructs Wormwood in the art
of steering the Patient toward “our Father below”
and away from “the Enemy” (God), with detailed
advice on methods for undermining faith and
promoting sin.

Clearly, to develop his skills and become a senior
demon, Wormwood must also develop his
knowledge of human nature, and Screwtape
brilliantly elucidates his observations on human
nature, pointing out the easiest and most effective
lies and delusions, which humans can easily be
led to believe through their own pride and self-
centredness.

An interesting contrast is noted between the junior
demon s enthusiasm for tempting the Patient into
some horribly wicked or perverse sin, versus
Screwtape’s more experienced approach—letting
the patient slowly drift further from God, obscuring
the truth with lies and deceptions pleasing to the
Patient”s pride and self-gratification. According to
Screwtape, "the safest path to hell is the gradual
one." He believes that a demon's primary goal is to
befuddle and confuse, rather than tempt.

Throughout the book, the demons are portrayed as
ravenous for human souls, and in the last letter, we
learn that the Patient has been killed during a war,
and that he has gone to heaven. Wormwood is
punished for letting a soul slip through his fingers,
and he is handed over to the fate which would
have awaited his patient had he been successful—

the consumption of his soul by the other demons.

The Screwtape‘,Le‘tteg‘

IEC Algarve

Task Force

Tue., 5 May
Tue., 2 June
9:30—-12:30
Do you love your
church? Come serve in
a practical way. Jobs 4
everyone.
Bring your lunch.

Please advise Pastor
Mark or Jim McMillan if
you plan to come so that
we can organise a job
suitable for you.

International Evangelical Church of the Algarve
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Upcoming events:
For details, contact Filipe Dias on 91 854 1343

Boots & Routes -
Sat. 30 May
End-of-Season Walk—Tavira Island

For the last walk of this walking season, we will be taking it
easy—a fun walk for both adults & children, we can kick off our

shoes and splash from Tavira to Santa Luzia.

Meet at the church car park at 9am, where we
can car pool to Tavira, or meet at 10am in Ta-
vira, at Quatro Aguas, where ferries leave for
the island.

Please bring a hat, sun cream, light snack, a
drink, and a friend. For more information,
contact Joy Hardwick 917 969 756.
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