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October 2009 

Family 
By BJ Foreman 

How was your September?  
I had family over, we had 
good times together.  
Church life was busy but 
fulfilling and my cat, Pep-
per, had four kittens in my 
bedroom cupboard!  On the 
other side of the world, Sep-
tember was very different 
for some Christian families. 

Convert languishing in jail in Ethiopia for handing out Bibles. 

At the urging of local Muslim leaders, police in west Bangla-
desh have tortured a pastor and two other Christians for legally 
proclaiming Christ. 

Two Coptic Christians in Egypt have been arrested and are be-
ing held without charge after reporting to police they had been 
beaten by a mob. 

Hindu hardliners have again attacked the Christian commu-
nity in Bishnuper, India and threatened to kill them if they 
continue to practice their faith. 

Attacks on Christians in Sri Lanca have surged noticeably in 
recent weeks, following the government’s defeat of Tamil 
separatists in May. News via Compass Direct. 

Should these reports surprise or even shock us?  And if it’s 
the first time we have encountered the Suffering Church, 
perhaps we feel confused in the face of such persecution.  
In Timothy 3: 12  Paul says ‘ In fact everyone who lives a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,’ for  Jesus said 
‘ Whoever acknowledges me before man I will also ac-
knowledge him before my father in heaven.  But whoever 
disowns me before men, I will disown him before my father 
in heaven.’ Matthew 10:32,33. 

This narrow road we follow is challenging – or it should be.  
It challenges me to look at my heart, how I fill my mind, 
how I spend my time.  September has passed, with its lost 
opportunities, missed chances.  But the challenges remain 
into October, November, December….  My God and my fam-
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Saturday, 24th October 
As a follow up to the Youth Summer Camp, we 

will be hosting “Vitimina,” a monthly special programme 
for teens and youth. Begins Saturday 24th October. 

For details, contact Filipe Dias on 91 854 1343 
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GOD IS SO GOOD: What He has done 
for me through His Precious Son 
a testimony by Marlene Derby 

Born in South England and christened Methodist, I attended 
the village Sunday school, and from ages 8 through 12, I 
attended a Catholic convent, where I learned much about 
faith from the nuns. At 17, I went to South West London for 
my nurse training. With many girls from Southern Ireland and 
a Catholic church nearby, I was targeted by the priests to become Catholic. Also 
during this period, my mother was involved in spiritualism, and tried to persuade 
me also to become involved, but I was uncomfortable with it. I was always aware 
of God with me. 

In 1965, I married Brian, and a few years later, we moved from Putney to Woking, 
Surrey, with our 3-year-old daughter Jane, who began attending the Anglican Sun-
day school. When Jane began school in 1971, I began attending a weekly Bible 
study morning. 

Following the birth of our second daughter in 1973, I was in hospital. It was a 
stressful time for me, particularly as my parents had not come to visit due to a 
recent fall-out I had with my father. Sitting alone in the ward day room, I asked 
Jesus to come into my life and to control it. HE did it for me! On returning home, 
Jane asked Nanny and Grandpa if they wanted to see the baby; our relationship 
was restored! 

In 1978, I and three friends began praying weekly for our husbands to come to 
Jesus, and in 1979, I was confirmed in the Anglican Church I had been attending. 
The following year, I began experiencing unpleasant things in our home. The vicar 
in the adjacent parish had exorcised some properties, and he, along with my 
vicar and curate, as well as Brian (then a non-Christian) gathered in the lounge of 
our home. “Why do you think I should be here?” the vicar asked. My reply: “I don’t 
think anyone else in the house will come to know the Lord, until there is prayer in 
the house!” He smiled and said, “You are absolutely right.” Later that year, Brian 
gave his life to the Lord. 

As I continued praying with my three friends, we believed that the Lord had been 
leading us to baptism, and in 1982, we were baptised in the local Baptist church. 

Late in 1984, returning from a visit to Brian´s sister, we were involved in a head-
on collision. Both of us were badly hurt, and I finished in intensive care, needing 
three operations. I remember hearing a doctor say to his colleagues, “She’s im-
proving so quickly. Did you know people come daily from her church to pray for 
her?” I was discharged on Christmas Eve, and the next day, even though my 
mother had to dress me, we attended the Christmas service of a small Baptist 
church, which we joined soon after. It was at this church, during a service to wel-
come new members, that the church invited those who felt lead to be baptised; 
Brian was one of them! Not long after, my mother also was baptised. GOD IS SO 
GOOD - Working from the outside in, He is now working in me from the inside out. 
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The Persecuted Church, 
find out more . . . 

www.portasabertas.org.br 
 www.opendoorsuk.org 
www.barnabasfund.org 
www.compassdirect.org 

 
Bi-monthly Prayer Meetings 

Fridays 1—2 pm, at IECA Vale Judeu, in the crèche: 
Come along to our bimonthly prayer meetings, where a prayer diary and up-to-

the-minute information will encourage you to put your love into action.  

Upcoming Meetings: 2 & 23 October, 6 November 
Next Letter Writing: 6 Nov, 2:30-4:30, Frutos d´Luz Gallery, Almancil 

ily calls….to pray for them, to write to them, to share with them.  Not only my 
September family, but my future family – my persecuted family, my brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Let us encourage them with our prayers, give thanks for 
their witness, learn from their faith, and trust in God no matter what. And let us 
pray too for the persecutors, that they too would be changed by the truth of the 
love and forgiveness that is in Jesus.  This Autumn, we have work to do.  ‘And 
pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.’ Our Family! 
Ephesians 6:22. God bless you. BJ 

IEC Algarve Task Force 
Put your skills to use;  

share the gifts & talents you´ve been given. 
Come serve in a practical way. Jobs 4 everyone. Bring a 

packed lunch.  Please inform Mark Loney or Jim McMillan 
of your skills. 

Let your blessings shine to the glory of our Lord.  

First Tuesday of the month. Next dates: 6 October & 3 November, 9am 
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by Hanna Singh 

For the first time since the 
foundation of the Interna-
tional Evangelical Church of 
the Algarve,  two summer 
camps were held on the 
grounds of our church: one 
for children 6 through 12, 
and another for teens and 
youths. These events took 
place from 24 to 29th August 

and 31st August to 6th Septem-
ber. Inscriptions were open to 
children and young people not 
only from our church family and 
the immediate area of Vale 
Judeu, but from all over Portugal. 
The response was tremendous: 
42 children and 35 young people 
registered!  Wow! So far, so good!  

Cheerfully and with great excitement, 
preparations were made; a hundred 
and one things had to be organized 
and - with God's help -  the camp site, 
the tents, outdoor kitchen, shower 
facilities, the conversion of our Marquee 
into a dinning room, leisure- and play areas 
were all ready and waiting when the first 
campers arrived. 

We were privileged, indeed, to welcome a 
group of young people from Newtownbreda 
Baptist Church in Belfast, under the stew-

ardship of Glenn Bowden, its Team Leader and one 
of its youth pastors. These young people had just 
finished their "Leaders in Training" (L.I.T.) program at 

IECA Summer Camps: Sharing God´s Love Amids
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their home church and were now "sent out to minis-
ter what they had been taught." There were 22 of 
them, in addition to several group leaders to make 
sure that the kids were well taken care of, carefully 
supervised, received sufficient attention, had fun 
playing and learning  - some of them for the very 
first time - about Christian faith, the Bible and the 
love of Jesus Christ. Glenn told me that "there were 
children that had never heard of the Bible or Jesus 
Christ, and they were just fascinated, excited, and 

wanted to know more about that great book and this 
wonderful man that died for them and the world."  

Glenn's vision and philosophy about Christianity to-
day is that "faith without works is dead."  His dream 
about getting young people interested in the church is 
to "impact the young to go forward impacting the oth-
ers out there."  A church needs a vision, he believes, 
and needs to go forward and be creative.  Its young 

and its older people need to build a bridge in faith to-
gether. To mentor each other, to pray together and to 
bring the light of Jesus to each and every dark corner 
in the world.  

We thank God for His blessings, His love and protec-
tion in making these camps a success and giving the 
children a hope for the future in the love of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The consensus of the campers was: we had a great time, we 
survived the heat, and the food was delicious!  

The IECA would like to thank each and every one 
of the many volunteers from our congregation for 
all their help before, during and after these exciting 

two weeks. Without them, these camps would not have been pos-
sible. THANK YOU! and God bless! 

st Laughter and Fun 




