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Great Joy to All the People 

By Barbara Jane Foreman 

But the angel said to them, ―don‘t be afraid!  I am here 

with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the 

people.‘  Luke 2:10 (Good News Bible) 

Lowly shepherds living outside the city, tending, so sym-

bolically, their sheep, received the Good News as it was 

breaking. An angel, with the glory of God, lit up the dark 

sky  with a message for them as individuals, and a mes-

sage for the whole world. A message of Salvation—complete in every way. God, the Lord 

God Almighty, personified in Jesus Christ, who, full of deity and manhood, had come as 

that Salvation to the shepherds so they could be saved and tell the joyful good news to 

their families, townspeople, fellow shepherds, anyone they met. They were transformed 

that night, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had seen and heard, and 

which were just as they had been told. Of course the story doesn‘t end there. Christ fulfils 

what the shepherds had witnessed, and which had been planned before the dawn of 

time: our way back to God. Because our sin separates us from God, we desperately need 

salvation. Find the account of Jesus‘ life, death and resurrection in Luke, written about 

AD 60. Luke was a doctor, a Greek and Gentile Christian; he also wrote Acts and was a 

close friend and companion of Paul. Paul had been a persecutor of Christians, but he 

received the Good News and was saved. ‗Remember Christ Jesus, raised from the dead, 

descended from David. This is my gospel for which I am suffering even to the point of 

being chained like a criminal. But God‘s work is not chained. Therefore I endure every-

thing for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Je-

sus, with eternal glory. Here is a trustworthy saying – If  we died with Him we will also live 

with Him, if we endure, we will also reign with Him, if we disown Him he will also disown 

us.‘ (Pauls letter to Timothy, a young church leader ) 2 Timothy 2: 8 - 12. 

Jesus left His glory in heaven, came into that stable with the lowly animals, and lived as 

the perfect example of a human. No one was rejected or ignored by Him; he provided the 

perfect sacrifice for our sin so we could be saved if we will believe in Him, repent and 

follow Him. 

Christians are increasingly persecuted today because of the name of Jesus. Through 

their sufferings, even to death, we know the reality of evil in this world. We also see in 

our nations, through our ‗daily herald‘ the atrocities, the depraved deeds, the wretched-

ness and poverty of so many, yet the Gospels shout of the good news, the joy, the love, 

the peace, the forgiveness, that can be found in Jesus Christ, the salvation of being put 

right with God and of His coming to live in us once more through the Holy Spirit. It is this 

deep and bottomless fountain of joy that nourishes the persecuted church. Jesus said in 

John 7:38, ‗Whoever believes in me as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will 

flow from within him.‘  GK Chesterton knew well the truth, ‗A person is fully human when 

joy is the fundamental thing in him, and grief the superficial …praise should be the per-
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YOUTH GROUP 

Meets every 

Saturday at 

6pm. Youth 

Christmas 

Party 20 Dec. 

7:30pm. Spe-

cial events 

organised by 

Philip Dias. 

For details, 

phone Philip 

on 913 639 

640.  

Coffee with a Purpose, 16th January & 13th February 

Coffee with a Purpose is hosted by Graham and Esther at their home near 

Salir. Each month features a guest speaker, who shares his or her testi-

mony, followed by a buffet lunch. Meet at the church car park at 9:30, or contact 

Graham and Esther for directions / additional details: 289 489 709 / 91 783 6348. 

Hot off  the Press! 

"Favourite Recipes" 

Cookbook 

Have you purchased 

a copy of this excit-

ing new cook book 

yet? It offers delicious recipes from 

the members and friends of the Inter-

national Evangelical Church of the 

Algarve—an ideal gift this Christmas! 

All proceeds in aid of the Building 

Fund for our new church hall,  to con-

tinue God's work and to better serve 

His Church and community here in 

the Algarve. 

Available at the Book Table in the 

Marquee! 

(or contact Jacqui on 91 637 4502)  

NEW THIS FALL:  

THE MID LIFE GROUP 

We have Kids´ Days and Youth Events;  

now we have something for the  

40 to 60 age group. 

Details of upcoming events will be an-

nounced closer to the date, or contact 

Pastor Mark for more information. 

Internship Programme 

A group from Belfast Bible College are doing their 

internships here at IECA. They will be with us dur-

ing the month of January and will be organising 

special events for our youth and children. They 

will also share their testimonies on 16th Jan. at 

Coffee with a Purpose (details in advert below). 
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Curso Liberdade em Cristo em Português—Horário 2012 

Data Hora Tema 

14 Dezembro 20:30 Como o mundo vê a verdade 

18 Janeiro 20:30 Nossas escolhas diárias 

1 Fevereiro 20:30 Distruir Fortalezas 

15 Fevereiro 20:30 A Batalha pelas as Nossas Mentes 

29 Fevereiro 20:30 Lidar correctamente com as 

Emoções 

14 Março 20:30 Perdoar de Coração 

28 Março 20:30 Andar em Liberdade em Cada Dia 

11 Abril 20:30 Relacionar-nos com os Outros 

In closing, Pastor Cymbala says: "The Lord has greatly helped us in seeing the multitudes 

here and elsewhere turn to Christ for salvation. We share in the feelings of Jesus as He 

looked on the crowds and then 'had compassion on them because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.' (Matthew 9:36) We are asking Him not 

only for the workers needed for the harvest field but also for all the resources needed to 

see His Name and Gospel glorified throughout the whole earth. Remember us in your 

prayers as we seek the Lord's blessing for His kingdom." 

On my return from Brooklyn to my hotel in midtown Manhattan I thought about my ex-

perience at the Brooklyn Tabernacle that Sunday morning. It helped me to understand 

much better how a visitors might feel when they come to worship with us: they leave 

their familiar surroundings behind and come to a new environment and a new experi-

ence in another setting. And new experiences challenge and encourage us in our faith. 

We also know that wherever we are in  the body of Christ, we are at home.  

But I was happy to return to my church here in Vale Judeu nonetheless. How does the 

saying go: The home is where the heart is.  And my heart is here. Praise the Lord!  

If you would like to know more about The Brooklyn Tabernacle, the glorious Tabernacle 

Choir and what this church is doing in their outreach not only in the United States but in 

places like Haiti, Peru, in the Dominican Republic as well as in the Middle East, go to 

their website www.brooklyntabernacle.org . Their missions have seen a demonstration of 

the far-reaching power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 

Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 

origins are from of old, from ancient times. Micah 5:2 
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Around the world, billions of people live in fear and desperation, with impure water, in-

adequate food, and little or no access to health care. Behind every statistic is a story, a 

life—a person waiting for hope and healing. For those whose lives come 

in contact with Mercy Ships, they never forget the day everything 

changed. To learn more about the amazing hope that Mercy Ships 

brings the poor and needy of this world, please visit 

www.mercyships.org 

―An infinite God can give all of Himself to each of His children. He does not distribute 

Himself that each may have a part, but to each one He gives all of Himself as fully as if 

there were no other.‖ A.W. Tozer 

Sometimes your medicine bottle 

has on it, "Shake well before us-

ing." That is what God has to do 

with some of His people. He has 

to shake them well before they 

are ever usable. 

—Vance Havner 

Christmas - A Child Is Born 

by Patricia Patterson (submitted by Elinor Fitch) 

Silently like the falling of a leaf 

The Saviour of the World came down. 

There was no welcome from this little town; 

No fanfare, no palace, no crown. 

Only outside in the fields, late at night, 

Some shepherds beheld a great sight 

As a heavenly host brought forth the news 

And the skies were filled with its light. 

But when He returns the whole world will know; 

He'll come with a cry of command. 

And throughout the world each person will see 

That He holds the world in His hands. 

 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son….and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for  

them in the inn. Luke 2:7 

The Lord Is My Shepherd 

A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of the most 

quoted passages in the Bible - Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the 

chapter. 

Little Rick was excited about the task, but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After 

much practice, he could barely get past the first line. 

On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, 

Rick was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said 

proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need to know." 
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The Brooklyn Tabernacle 

by Hanna Singh 

In our church here in the Algarve we have the privilege of receiving visitors from all over 

the world.  I have often wondered what it must feel like for them as they worship with us. 

Do they feel welcome and part of our worship service? Are they blessed and encouraged 

in their faith from the ministry they encounter here? What sort of impact does it have on 

their lives? Do they take something positive away with them? Do they feel that it was 

worth the visit, or was it something they thought they would never do again? It is with 

these questions in mind that this summer, I decided to put myself in their shoes and be 

a visitor to another church fellowship to experience what it is like to visit another church 

setting. 

So, on my recent visit to New York City, on a beautiful, sunny Sunday morning, I walked 

into the amazing Brooklyn Tabernacle Church. Pastor Mark and Judith had told me that I 

shouldn't miss this experience; well, actually what they said was, ―You MUST go!‖ So I 

went. Nothing and no one could have prepared me for what I found: a church building 

spanning a city block, a huge auditorium, stalls and upper balcony, an immense podium 

with seating for the choir and behind them an emblem painted on the wall with the 

words, GOD IS LOVE.  I was ushered to my seat and in an instant, people in front, behind 

and next to me started to greet me: "Welcome sister! Where' you from? Is this the first 

time you're here? God bless you!" I looked around and saw people of all nationalities, 

races and colour—all of God's nations. I found out that here are three worship services 

every Sunday - at 10am, at 12 and at 3pm - with hardly a seat left vacant in any one of 

them. The weekly attendance is a congregation of more than 10,000 people. 

This was not always the case. Pastor Jim Cymbala and his wife, Carol, who directs the 

popular Grammy Award winning Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir, took over the leadership of 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle in 1971. At that time it was a small, struggling congregation of 

less than 30 people that met in a broken down building in the midst of a moral and spiri-

tual no-man's land. Most of the people living in the neighbourhood of downtown Brook-

lyn on Atlantic Avenue were poor and struggled with the inner-city problems of unemploy-
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ment, alcohol and drug abuse, and most families were disintegrating. Pastor Cymbala 

remembers, "Right away, we realised the necessity of real prayer to secure God's grace 

and power in our work. The ministry of the Church has from the outset reached out to 

the cross-cultural melting pot of New York City. It is comprised of men, women, and chil-

dren of all ethnic and national origins.  At the time, most church buildings were nearly 

vacant on Sundays since their once-strong congregations (and their denominations) had 

long before fled to suburbia. But we knew that this was the very spot where God's love 

could meet the most desperate of human needs. We were working in a 'forgotten mis-

sion field.'  Central to the growth of the church was the constant emphasis on prayer, 

starting with the Tuesday Night Prayer Meeting. Today it is attended by thousands and 

we went forward with the Prayer Band, where members of the Church are devoted to 

boldly ‗calling on the Lord‘ for needs around the world." 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle today provides all the important ministries needed to reach the 

community at it is has done over the last 40 years.  It is a place of refuge and fellowship 

for all who come to seek God.  

I was very aware of this during the entire worship service,  as I listened to Pastor Cym-

bala's sermon on Philippians 4: 6-9 - all about the Peace of God.  When Pastor Cymbala 

came onto the stage and started preaching, I saw this somewhat slight and modest man 

- a rather unlikely candidate to uplift this multi-racial congregation of almost 4,000 peo-

ple, I thought. How wrong I was! As he started and continued to preach the Spirit of God 

was clearly present in him. He urged us on to forgive those that have hurt us so we can 

experience the peace of God in our hearts as the scriptures encourage us to do. Toward 

the end of his sermon he beckoned  everyone who's heart was broken that very day to 

come forward and pray with him and to receive the peace of our Lord.  A  huge wave of 

people made their way toward the podium, hand in hand, as Pastor Cymbala lead us in 

prayer. There was not a dry eye in the house. People holding hands while praying, hug-

ging each other with joyful tears streaming down their faces, the choir of almost 200 

voices raised in worship to God the Almighty - oh, yes, I was overcome by that wonderful 

feeling: ‗God is all around us.‘ (continued on next page) 




