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Great Joy to All the People

By Barbara Jane Foreman

But the angel said to them, “don’t be afraid! |1 am here
with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the
people.” Luke 2:10 (Good News Bible)

Lowly shepherds living outside the city, tending, so sym-
bolically, their sheep, received the Good News as it was
breaking. An angel, with the glory of God, lit up the dark
sky with a message for them as individuals, and a mes-
sage for the whole world. A message of Salvation—complete in every way. God, the Lord
God Almighty, personified in Jesus Christ, who, full of deity and manhood, had come as
that Salvation to the shepherds so they could be saved and tell the joyful good news to
their families, townspeople, fellow shepherds, anyone they met. They were transformed
that night, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had seen and heard, and
which were just as they had been told. Of course the story doesn’t end there. Christ fulfils
what the shepherds had witnessed, and which had been planned before the dawn of
time: our way back to God. Because our sin separates us from God, we desperately need
salvation. Find the account of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection in Luke, written about
AD 60. Luke was a doctor, a Greek and Gentile Christian; he also wrote Acts and was a
close friend and companion of Paul. Paul had been a persecutor of Christians, but he
received the Good News and was saved. ‘Remember Christ Jesus, raised from the dead,
descended from David. This is my gospel for which | am suffering even to the point of
being chained like a criminal. But God’s work is not chained. Therefore | endure every-
thing for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Je-
sus, with eternal glory. Here is a trustworthy saying - If we died with Him we will also live
with Him, if we endure, we will also reign with Him, if we disown Him he will also disown
us.’ (Pauls letter to Timothy, a young church leader ) 2 Timothy 2: 8 - 12.

Jesus left His glory in heaven, came into that stable with the lowly animals, and lived as
the perfect example of a human. No one was rejected or ignored by Him; he provided the
perfect sacrifice for our sin so we could be saved if we will believe in Him, repent and
follow Him.

Christians are increasingly persecuted today because of the name of Jesus. Through
their sufferings, even to death, we know the reality of evil in this world. We also see in
our nations, through our ‘daily herald’ the atrocities, the depraved deeds, the wretched-
ness and poverty of so many, yet the Gospels shout of the good news, the joy, the love,
the peace, the forgiveness, that can be found in Jesus Christ, the salvation of being put
right with God and of His coming to live in us once more through the Holy Spirit. It is this
deep and bottomless fountain of joy that nourishes the persecuted church. Jesus said in
John 7:38, ‘Whoever believes in me as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will
flow from within him.” GK Chesterton knew well the truth, ‘A person is fully human when
joy is the fundamental thing in him, and grief the superficial ...praise should be the per-
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“An infinite God can give all of Himself to each of His children. He does not distribute
Himself that each may have a part, but to each one He gives all of Himself as fully as if

there were no other.” AW. Tozer

Around the world, billions of people live in fear and desperation, with impure water, in-
adequate food, and little or no access to health care. Behind every statistic is a story, a

life—a person waiting for hope and healing. For those whose lives come
in contact with Mercy Ships, they never forget the day everything
changed. To learn more about the amazing hope that Mercy Ships

brings the poor and needy of this world, please Vvisit

www.mercyships.org

The Lord Is My Shepherd

A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of the most
guoted passages in the Bible - Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the

chapter.

Little Rick was excited about the task, but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After

much practice, he could barely get past the first line.

On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation,
Rick was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said
proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all | need to know."

Christmas - A Child Is Born
by Patricia Patterson (submitted by Elinor Fitch)

Silently like the falling of a leaf

The Saviour of the World came down.

There was no welcome from this little town;
No fanfare, no palace, no crown.

Only outside in the fields, late at night,

Some shepherds beheld a great sight

As a heavenly host brought forth the news
And the skies were filled with its light.

But when He returns the whole world will know;
He'll come with a cry of command.

And throughout the world each person will see
That He holds the world in His hands.

And she gave birth to her firstborn son....and laid
him in a manger, because there was no place for

them in the inn. Luke 2:7

Sometimes your medicine bottle
has on it, "Shake well before us-
ing." That is what God has to do
with some of His people. He has
to shake them well before they
are ever usable.

—Vance Havner

13




December 2011/January 2012

The Brooklyn Tabernacle
by Hanna Singh

In our church here in the Algarve we have the privilege of receiving visitors from all over
the world. | have often wondered what it must feel like for them as they worship with us.
Do they feel welcome and part of our worship service? Are they blessed and encouraged
in their faith from the ministry they encounter here? What sort of impact does it have on
their lives? Do they take something positive away with them? Do they feel that it was
worth the visit, or was it something they thought they would never do again? It is with
these questions in mind that this summer, | decided to put myself in their shoes and be
a visitor to another church fellowship to experience what it is like to visit another church
setting.

So, on my recent visit to New York City, on a beautiful, sunny Sunday morning, | walked
into the amazing Brooklyn Tabernacle Church. Pastor Mark and Judith had told me that |
shouldn't miss this experience; well, actually what they said was, “You MUST go!” So |
went. Nothing and no one could have prepared me for what | found: a church building
spanning a city block, a huge auditorium, stalls and upper balcony, an immense podium
with seating for the choir and behind them an emblem painted on the wall with the
words, GOD IS LOVE. | was ushered to my seat and in an instant, people in front, behind
and next to me started to greet me: "Welcome sister! Where' you from? Is this the first
time you're here? God bless you!" | looked around and saw people of all nationalities,
races and colour—all of God's nations. | found out that here are three worship services
every Sunday - at 10am, at 12 and at 3pm - with hardly a seat left vacant in any one of
them. The weekly attendance is a congregation of more than 10,000 people.

This was not always the case. Pastor Jim Cymbala and his wife, Carol, who directs the
popular Grammy Award winning Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir, took over the leadership of
The Brooklyn Tabernacle in 1971. At that time it was a small, struggling congregation of
less than 30 people that met in a broken down building in the midst of a moral and spiri-
tual no-man's land. Most of the people living in the neighbourhood of downtown Brook-
lyn on Atlantic Avenue were poor and struggled with the inner-city problems of unemploy-
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